Speciozas dream became a truth:

Now she operates a school with support from Kronoberg people

So long she can remeber she has had the dream to start a school in her homeland Uganda. For Specioza Twinamasiko the dream became a reality five years ago. Today the school is wellbeing and number of pupils have has grown considerably. But without the support from  helpful Kronoberg people it had never happened. The other week she visited the support association in Växjö.

It is one of this year warmest days in Kronoberg. Some degrees warmer than that Kampala she left a few days ago. Växjö has a special place in her heart. For here she came in August 2010 for one year to study development issues at Linné University. I had finish my degree in Uganda and my university in Mbarara had a cooperation with Linné University. Thats way I came here. It was my first time outside Uganda.

Meeting with Sweden and the swedish education system became a smaller shock. Everything was so different, it took me three month to adjust. In Uganda we mostly had lecturn teaching. Now we were suppoed to search for knowledge oursleves. One of the teachers gave us abook of 300 pages to read and write about in a week. I could not believe it was true!

The class was internationel with students from many countries and education in English. She also attended a course in Swedish, but it was not so many occasions for her, time was insufficient, she thought. But I got a host family, Johansson, they were very considerate. They took me to different places and learned me a lot of Sweden. They offered me swedish food and I learned to love meatballs.

At Linné University she also met a person that should be improtant – Per Erik Falk, nowadays a pensioner but at that time a lecturer at the university. When Specioza returned to Uganda she invited him to meet her family. 

And the she presnted her idea about a school, that as eventually should be Parents Hope Primary School in the in the southwestern part of the country. Could Per Erik help? He could. He started up a support association that since then have gathered money for the school. Without the support the school would not exist. It was an old dream for me, tells Specioza, that myself is brought up in an area where hardly anyone got any education to talk about.

When school started 2013 there were 55 pupils and three voluntary teachers. Today there are 293 pupils and 12 educated teachers. Pupils are from four to 15 years and in Ndoragi school pupils can reach form 7. Unlike other schools there are no fees for pupils. Books are free as school uniforms. They also get food and sometimes washing powder so they can clean their clothes. 

According to Specioza school have changed the whole Ndoragi area. The AIDS epidemic has hit hard and many children have become orphans, but school has given new hope. Before disappeared many to towns where they got hurt. Now we have the children in school all day and it is good for all that lives there. It has become a better mood, people are more happy now. From the school perspective we emphasize the guardiens responsibility and gather gladly for meetings. Then we expect that everyone are coming and that they are dressed up, all for that they shall understand how importent it is with education.

School has today two big buildings. What is on the wishlist is an own library, and a house where the teachers can live. Electricity is also wanted and perhaps a computer room by time. The biggest challenge to operate a school in Uganda is the lack of resources. We have to pay teachers so they are motivated, we have to see to that children eat in school. We dont know what they have got to eat at home. But thanks to help from Sweden we dont feel that much stress.

Specioza herself visits the school three, four times a week. She lives with her family 60 kilomters away in Mbarara where both she and her husband are employed at the university. For now she is involved in a longish research project with focus on females situation in the country. The background is the oil deposites that is found and now is exploited. It has so far implied that 8000 families have been forced to move. Women in Uganda lives in a patriarkal culture. I am therefore studying how women are affected of that it is men that are landowners and that is them that are compensated when families are moving away. Many men are unaccustomed to money and that have in many cases led to that they take the money and they leave their families. As many as 60% of the men have done that. 

A majotity of Uganda women are depending of what ground can give, but as they dont own the ground they are vulnerable. Those who dont own ground are lacking power, says Specioza. For many the move from oil fields are consequently a sharp impairment of living conditions. Many have to work extremely hard. Some women cut down trees to produce charcoal to sell. The question is sensitive in Uganda and it was long process before Specioza could start up her research project. 

Today she has met and made interviews to a hundred women who have been forced to leave their homes since the oil exploitation begun. The work for more gender equality is improving in Uganda says Specioza. But it is going slowly to change attitudes and then education is important and centrally. Today are 40-50 percent of university students women, but in parliament they are only 22 percent. There it has to be better says Specioza. The women are important for Africas future. 

